
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

09 December 2020 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

The distortions contained in the China Bloom-sanctioned Media Release of 07 December 2020, has 

infuriated and disappointed members. It highlights the level China Bloom has stooped to in a bid to 

discredit members of our hard-working association. 

Our responses follow: 

China Bloom Statement. Access to National Parks: All of the island's national parks are 

entirely open with unrestricted access." 

KIPA Response:  The famous locked gate is the only access from the island to the National Park Lot 

11 -  (as there are 3 parcels of National Park) lookout unless you have a boat and land on the beach at 

Connie Bay.China Bloom say “Access is NOT unrestricted”.  KIPA says It is. To walk around the gate 

you have to hang on to the fence and swing yourself across a steep drop or climb over the high gate 

and risk falling or injury. Why build a gate of those proportions if you only intend to prevent buggy 

access, allegedly because the road is unsafe? KIPA members have walked there and the road is better 

than it's ever been and is used daily by the island management staff to dispose of green waste collected 

from their activities. If access is unrestricted, where is the path for people to be able to walk through? 

In addition, with the lack of any visitors to the island and the diminishing number of residents on the 

island, who are they locking out? Why is there even a gate there? 

China Bloom Statement - Airstrip: The Island's private airstrip has never been closed and 

remains open to commercial pilots who are cleared to land." 

KIPA Response:  The airstrip is CLOSED to fixed wing planes. 

Can they explain why not one fixed wing plane has landed at Keswick since May 2019? A commercial 

pilot, who is probably the most experienced pilot in this region and lands at neighbouring Brampton 

Island several times a week and had been flying to Keswick since the early 1990's when the airstrip 

was still dirt, offered flight services to Keswick and received no response from China Bloom. The excuse 

of COVID is completely invalid - the management was using a helicopter, at exorbitant cost, to fly their 

workers on and off the island throughout the so-called 'COVID' era. How is using a helicopter safer than 

a plane for COVID conditions? 

The legal speak here 'who are cleared to land' translates to 'no-one has been cleared to land', ie. to 

a simple layman, the runway is closed. 

To our knowledge, there has only been one incident on the runway in about 2006? A plane overshot 

the runway at Keswick Island. It was a commercial pilot. At that time, residents living on the island 

expressed concern prior to the incident that they did not feel comfortable when he was the pilot as he 

did not seem to be competent. Fortunately, no-one was seriously injured. 

  



Keswick Island Progress Association Inc. 
 
 

Media Release_ 10Dec2020  Page 2 

China Bloom Comment:  A resident with a recreational pilot's licence has recently been 

prevented from using the private airstrip following a safety issue. 

KIPA Response: The said pilot who holds a private pilot’s licence (PPL) has no knowledge of any 

safety issues other than someone tampering with his plane. In early 2019, there was an incident where 

both fuel tanks were drained while it was parked adjacent to the Island manager's residence. Being a 

pilot, he was thorough with his pre-flight safety checks and a possible serious incident was averted. A 

quantity of Avgas was obtained from Mackay by boat and the plane was refuelled and flown directly to 

Chrisair Aviation Engineering who regularly services the plane in Mackay. On inspection, both fuel 

drains were replaced. The removed drains were checked and found to be 100% operational 

 

China Bloom Comment: "This was implemented to prevent the island's only airstrip from being 

closed due to potential safety concerns." 

KIPA Response:  What does this mean? What was implemented? They stopped a pilot who had 

successfully landed 1305 times over 13 years without any incidents from using the airstrip. However, 

they would happily allow a 'commercial' pilot who may not have had any experience in landing on an 

island to use the airstrip. It doesn't add up. In our opinion China Bloom is weaving feeble excuses and 

using smoke screens. 

 

China Bloom Statement Turtle Nesting:  "The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service has 

determined that there have been no turtles residing or nesting on the island for over ten years." 

KIPA Response:  Island locals, Craig Gilberd and Karen Cooke, counted 44 turtle nests on Connie 

Bay, Keswick Island early in January 2020. How on earth could QPWS make that claim? Turtles are 

common around the island. It is a regular occurrence to be in or on the water and have a wonderful 

experience with turtles swimming in the crystal waters of Basil Bay. A very large and exhausted turtle 

drifting in the shallows of Basil Bay had no doubt nested and laid eggs. China Bloom have signs up on 

both Basil Bay and Connie Bay saying that turtles frequent these beaches and provide information on 

the breeding cycle of the turtles. They also clearly state that turtles are protected 

 

China Bloom Claim:  "Photographs showing turtles were taken over ten years ago." 

KIPA Response:  Is China Bloom referring to the images of the turtle tracks, or just a picture of a turtle 

randomly swimming in the water? Maybe a good photo of a swimming turtle was taken ten years ago 

and used to highlight the turtle issue, but the tracks on the beach were taken on 26 Dec 2019. No-one 

can deny that these are turtle tracks on Basil Bay beach and we have the date-time stamped photos. 

China Bloom Claim:  "Furthermore, the beach where they used to nest was not graded by the 

current developer, but by a previous Head Lessee over ten years ago." 

KIPA Response:  In our view nothing more than a blatant lie. The photos of the machinery and turtle 

tracks in this blog were taken on 16/11/2019 and 26/12/2019 by Rayna Asbury and her family. The 

Head Lease was transferred in May 2019. Perhaps the beach was graded ten years previously and 

probably every year since then potentially decimating the breeding success of a certain number of 

turtles.  
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China Bloom Claim: "...the majority of them are in breach of their leases..." 

KIPA Response: Residents and lot holders have always tried to abide by the conditions of our sub-

leases – this included paying levies, insurance coverage, maintaining property and respecting requests 

by the Head Lessor. There are many sub-leases and each has specific conditions.  In general, there 

are a great many sub-lessees who have lost confidence in their investment because the value of 

property has fallen by over 80% since they purchased the sub-leases. Who, in their right minds, would 

continue to throw more money in that direction without any positive changes? 

If China Bloom was interested in developing the island for residential use, why would they not engage 

with each sub-lessee and resolve any disputes to ensure that the island progresses? As a group, From 

Keswick Island Progress Association has tried to engage with China Bloom on multiple occasions.  

From June 2018 and following the head lease transfer. We have not received any response. 

 

China Bloom Claim: "it describes the residents and sub-lessees as anti-development." 

KIPA Response: As a group, sublessees have collectively invested more in development on Keswick 

Island, than any other party. An excerpt from correspondence to Greaton/China Bloom from this 

Association on 23/01/2019: 

"Sub-lessees have been asked to review several proposed changes to the marina lease, which if 

approved by the Queensland Government would result in a new legal timeframe for the long-awaited 

marina and public boat ramp/jetty facilities to be developed on the island. The Keswick Island Progress 

Association (KIPA) sees the above projects as the catalyst to not only providing affordable access to 

the island for residents and sub-lessees but all Australians and overseas visitors. The marina and public 

boat ramp and jetty facilities will be the driver that will open the island for future investment/development 

and tourism." 

Clearly, the sub-lessees have NEVER been ANTI-DEVELOPMENT. In fact, the opposite. 

China Bloom Claim: "the majority of them not maintaining their lots for fire prevention" 

KIPA Response: The majority of undeveloped land belongs to China Bloom and is a fire hazard. In 

addition, China Bloom ordered a small business, which maintained private lots on the island for over 12 

years, to shut down within seven days. Island Management then proceeded to clear sub-lessee blocks 

without warning which amounts to trespass in Australia. When some residents approached them in this 

regard, they were advised that they did not know all the contact email addresses. They certainly knew 

how to contact residents in August 2019 to advise that we were no longer able to rent our houses for 

holiday letting or long term occupancy. Sub-lessees have still not been advised of any public ferry 

service to and from the island. None of this translates to compliance and is it any wonder we lack 

confidence in the intentions of China Bloom? 

China Bloom Claim: "building non-compliant and illegal structures." 

KIPA Response: It is our belief that every house constructed on the island had to be passed by the 

ARC (Architectural Review Committee) and a Mackay Regional Council Building compliance Officer, to 

meet specific standards and criteria. The only NON-COMPLIANT and ILLEGAL structures have been 

built by the Island Manager himself - two specific examples are: 

1. the temporary illegal boat ramp which had no engineering, development approval or permits from 

relevant authorities which is specified in the Head Lease 

2. the Manager's new double-story residence (nearly completed) adjacent to the runway for which there 

was no approval sought from the Mackay Regional Council.  

These are an example of another breach of the head lease conditions 
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China Bloom Claim: "making changes to the Island operations to ensure compliance with 

regulations set out in the Head Lease agreement" 

KIPA Response: If we are talking compliance, pictures speak louder than words - NON-COMPLIANT 

jetty, boat ramp, house, road construction, beach excavation, path clearance through National Park, 

environmental damage to coral reef, access to National Park, illegally doing barge repairs on the barge 

ramp, lack of mandatory silt control.  

All the above responses can be backed up by documentation and/or photographs. Many of which 

have already been passed on to authorities and government department. This list took less than a 

minute to compile and deleted? There are many more non-compliant acts by China Bloom’s staff. 

KIPA members are hoping renewed interest in our plight by the Queensland Government will help 

resolve many of the issues previously discussed. We are currently waiting for additional information 

from you with respect to new legislation linked to mediation. All of the breaches we have referred to are 

between the Government and the Head Lessee. 

It is our position:  

 

1. The Head Lessee must use the leased land for commercial/business purposes being tourism, 
residential, marine facility, marine works and aerodrome purposes. 

2. THIS LEASE MAY BE FORFEITED IF NOT USED FOR THE PURPOSE STATED ABOVE. 
 

We understand that this may be a difficult process for QLD Department of Resources and others, but 

we stress that living every day under the current status quo is beyond difficult for the residents and 

sub-lessees. We have been doing it for nearly two years.  In addition, China Bloom has not fulfilled 

any of the purposes apart from residential development that was established under former head 

lessees and which they are making exceedingly difficult for current and future island dwellers. 

 

 

 

Yours Sincerely  

The Members 

Keswick Island Progress Association 
December 09, 2020 

 


